
Sample AVID Elementary 

Focused Notes

A “note” on these sample notes:

Although we train educators with the “ideal” focused note-taking 

STAR system, in reality there are varying levels of implementation. 

These samples are not meant to be perfect models. They are, 

however, authentic examples of what some student notes might look 

like at the elementary level.  



Kindergarten



Beginning of the school year. 

First column of what will be 

two-column notes. 



Later on in the school year. 

Added second column of notes. 



Two-column notes with cut and 

paste letters. 



First Grade



Two-column / Three-column 

notes hybrid.



Two-column notes. First 

column is teacher created. 



Two-column notes. First 

column is student created. Key 

words are highlighted.



Second Grade



Two-column notes. 



Three-column notes. 



Third Grade



One Pager used as a 

form of note-taking. 



Landscape three-column notes. 



Three column notes with 

“layering” of different 

color pencils. 



Three-column notes. 



Two-column notes with 

symbolic cues.



Two-column notes with cutting 

and pasting as left column. 



Three-column notes. 



Three-column notes. 



Fourth Grade



Three-column notes with 

layering in a different color pen.



Three-column notes with 

layering in a different color pen.



Two-column notes with layering 

in a different color pen.



Three-column notes with 

layering in a different color pen.



Three-column notes with 

layering in a different color pen.



Fifth Grade



Two-column notes with 

highlighting of key information.



Interactive notebook style 

notes. Two-column notes are 

teacher “input” on the right. The 

map is the student  “output” on 

the left. 



Three-column notes.



Three-column notes.



Three-column notes.



Two-column notes with layering 

of different color pens. 



Three-column notes with 

layering of different color pens.



Three-column notes.



Sixth Grade



Two-column notes.



Two-column notes.



Graphic organizer notes. 



Combination two and three-

column notes.



Three-column notes.



Two-column notes moving to 

Cornell note style.



Two-column notes moving to 

Cornell note style.



Three-column notes moving to 

Cornell note style.


